Houston County Commissioners Meeting

March 19, 2013
Warner Robins, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 19, 2013 at the Houston County Annex in Warner Robins, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Houston County Community Planner Jake Cox, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, Director of Purchasing Mark Baker, HEMA/Fire Chief Jimmy Williams, Solid Waste Collections Manager Larry Fairchild, Director of Personnel Ken Carter, Walton and Becky Wood, Jeanne Moyer of Advanced Disposal, Jim Taylor of the Robins Regional Chamber of Commerce, Bob McMahon-President/CEO and Chrissy Miner-Chief Operating Officer of the 21st Century Partnership, Interim County Extension Coordinator Karol Kelly, Master Gardener Volunteers John Wingfield, Brev Hunt, Teddie Berry, Pat Hill, Mert Dorgan, Andy Rodriguez, Sandy Lee and Mary Walker and County Attorney Tom Hall.
Commissioner Thomson led the audience in the Invocation.

First Sergeant Edward Tucker, US Army, active duty with the Georgia Army National Guard 1177th Transportation Company, led the audience in the pledge of allegiance and spoke of his military career.  He was born and raised in Centerville, Georgia and spoke fondly of his father who was a WWII and Korean War veteran.  His greatest pride in service is the respect and honor he holds for his father and his past military service.  His three Military Occupational Specialties were Field Artillery, Infantryman and Motor Transport Operator.  He related several stories from his experience during his latest tour in Qatar and upon returning to the States from his overseas tour he felt an overwhelming sense of pride in that the freedom that we all held when he left was still there.  He stated that the true patriots in this country are the families that are left behind.  First Sergeant Tucker also serves the community as a school teacher and a councilman for the City of Centerville.
Chairman Stalnaker presented a Proclamation naming March 16th as Master Gardener Extension Volunteer Appreciation Day to Karol Kelly, Interim County Extension Coordinator and Teddie Berry, Program Assistant for Horticulture.  Ms. Kelly addressed the Board and thanked them for their support.  She detailed a few of the agencies that the Master Gardeners have worked with during the year.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of March 1, 2013 and March 5, 2013. 

Bob McMahon, President and CEO of the 21st Century Partnership, thanked the Board for their continued support and briefed them on the efforts being made to enhance the military value of Robins Air Force Base.  He spoke of the likelihood of a new round of BRAC in 2015 or 2017; of the various studies being undertaken by the Middle Georgia Regional Development Authority to help identify what actions will be required as a base and a community to remain relevant competitively with the twelve other Department of Defense industrial facilities; and of the effects that sequestration will have on not only the 15,000 or so civilian workers but also on the Middle Georgia community as a whole.  He related that the two greatest challenges the 21st Century Partnership is facing concerning Robins is the perception that the labor and management teams are not working together well and the belief that Robins is somehow protected from the possibility of closure through BRAC.  He indicated that Robins has a $2.88 billion economic impact in this region and that the impending furloughs for the civilian workforce would have a $150 million negative impact.
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Walton Wood asked what experience Mr. McMahon had with noise complaints from citizens concerning Robins.  He replied that in his experience, including his service as installation commander, he had only heard of a handful of complaints.

Becky Wood asked how he thought Houston County ranked in the terms of affordable housing availability in the community.  He replied that data was currently being compiled, but that he thought we should rank high in that regard.
Robbie Dunbar, Director of Operations for Houston County, asked about the status of proposed alternate access for the base.  He replied that several options have been presented to the State of Georgia for consideration.

Jim Taylor, Robins Regional Chamber of Commerce, asked about the possibility of Robins becoming a joint base with other branches of the military.  He replied that to some extent Robins already is a joint base.

Jeanne Moyer, Operations Manager for Advanced Disposal, briefed the Board on necessary changes to the County’s garbage pick-up routes in the unincorporated areas.  Due to the growth of the County’s customer base over the last 15 years, it has become necessary to redraw the schedule to more evenly spread out the daily pick-ups over the week.  The customer base has grown from approximately 13,000 in 1997 to around 18,000 today.  She has asked on behalf of Advanced Disposal that the Board approve the changes.  Ms. Moyer will return to the next Commissioners meeting on April 2nd for another briefing in an effort to inform the public of the impending changes.  Mr. McMichael remarked that there would be no increase to the current fees.  Mr. Dunbar remarked that there will be no change to the billing cycle either.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to appoint Mr. Jim Newton to fill the unexpired term of Mr. Tee Tolleson on the Middle Georgia Regional Development Authority.  Mr. Newton’s term will expire on February 21, 2015.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to concur with a City of Centerville annexation request for all that tract or parcel of land situate, lying and being in Land Lot 99 of the 5th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, being known and designated as Lot 4, Block “A”, Phase No. 1, Wellington Woods Subdivision, according to a revised plat of said subdivision of record in Plat Book 35, page 115, Clerk’s Office Houston Superior Court.  Said plat and the record thereof are incorporated herein by reference for all purposes.  Said lot is bounded southwesterly by Lot 5, Block “A”, Phase No. 2 of Wellington Woods Subdivision and southeasterly by Wellington Way (50’ R/W).  The above property is conveyed subject to Restrictive Covenants of record in Deed Book 813, pages 68-74, Clerk’s Office, Houston Superior Court.  Proposed zoning for this property within the City of Centerville is R-1, Single Family Residential.  Property is located at 100 Wellington Way, Warner Robins, GA  31093.

Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Houston County, the University of Georgia Cooperative Extension and the Fort Valley State University Cooperative Extension concerning the operation of the Extension education program in Houston County.  This agreement will remain in effect until rescinded by any party by a written 90-day notice.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to award a bid for the construction of the SR11/US41 Widening project (from SR247C to White Road) to C.W. Matthews of Marietta, GA in the amount of $4,584,481.95.  Project is funded by the 2006 SPLOST.
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Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign an application for LMIG Grant funds in the amount of $1,500,000 from the Georgia Department of Transportation.  These funds are to be used on the US41/SR11 Widening project from SR247C to White Road.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the disbursement of a $337.50 clothing allowance to Lieutenant David Carrick and $281.25 to Sergeant Angel Nunez as identified in a request from Sheriff Talton dated March 4, 2013.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to table a resolution amending speed limits on all unincorporated State Routes for further review.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign the Option for Right-of-Way on Parcel 26 for $21,000 and the Option for Right-of-Way on parcel 43 for $2,400 with the Georgia Department of Transportation at the Highway 96 boat ramp.  The option on Parcel 26 includes paving and guard rail for the new parking lot.  The $23,400 proceeds are to be put back into improvements for the boat ramp area.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign Memorandums of Understanding with Georgia Department of Transportation on Phases 1, 2 and 3 of the Highway 96 Widening project concerning the relocation of the existing waterlines.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve payment of the bills totaling $1,307,368.24.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.  
Ms. Becky Wood, 426 Sandfur Road, Kathleen, Georgia, asked the Board not to support the City of Warner Robins’ efforts establishing a Tax Allocation District (TAD).  She enumerated several SPLOST funded projects that are already committed that will improve the downtown area.  She also pointed out that there are already several motel/hotel complexes with conference centers in Warner Robins, as well as the Museum of Aviation and the Ag Center in Perry.  She felt that the TAD seemed to be counterproductive to the effort of bringing industry into the area to increase the tax base.  

There being no further public comments, the meeting was continued.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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